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Accordingly, while the ' 'Arab-Bedoo * are of little im-
perial consequence, and'any leader, or rather any pay-
master, even a non-Islamitic-one, might easily command
their allegiance of an hour, the f 'Arab-Deereh; must
be counted as a real item in the calculations of any
government, Mahometan or otherwise, that occupies
or would occupy Syria.

Our land survey nears its end, and we turn sea-
wards. Here our way comes on a class of more real
importance than the widely-spread pastoral, yet one
for centuries neglected, undeveloped, despised. We
mean the coast or long-shore population. The merest
glance at the map is enough to show that their num-
bers cannot but be considerable. The extent of water-
line from the Turko-Eussian frontier at Nicolaieff on
the Black Sea to El-'Areesh on the Egyptian boundary
would, if unravelled, considerably exceed two thousand
miles, and the same glance that scans its length reveals
its populousness in the multitude of villages that
fringe it with their names. Nature, which has dealt
out to this segment of the Asiatic coast in sadly par-
simonious measure, harbours suited to the requirements
of modern seamanship, to vessels of deep draught and
iron-clads, has made atonement in some degree by a
profuse liberality in little creeks or bays, excellently
suited to shelter a fisherman's boat or a long-shore
cruiser. Besides, the sea, whether by that name we
denote the brackish waters of the Euxine or the in-
tensely saline waves of the Mediterranean, swarms with
fish, an additional incentive to human multiplication
along its brink.

As for the larger maritime towns, Trebizond, Smyrna,
Beyrout, and so forth, they have long since been, and
are now more than ever, the resort by predilection of
the Christian 'natives/ Greek and Armenian, especially